A THEORETICAL INTERLUDE

sonal, but a general, worry of Communist emissaries in the Middle
East when he declared:

In his Report Comrade Bukharin spoke about the attitude of West Euro-
pean Communist Parties towards the Social Democratic Parties. ^Vhile we
(in Iran) have no Social-Democratic Party, we do have similar parties, such
as Socialist, Nationalist, etc. For a long time we were working in a bloc with
the Socialist Party, but in recent times it has developed into a typical op-
portunist party and has frequently come out openly against the Communist
Party and has betrayed it. ... Unfortunately, the Comintern has no
definite clear line in this question either.1*

As to the composition of the parties, Shareqi elaborated on the
thesis that colonial Communist parties should be proletarian. Accept-
ing this thesis as a "correct line," he warned that "colonial parties
have been crowded with opportunist and petty bourgeois elements"
and cited the Iranian Communist party as an unfortunate example.
Accordingly he recommended, on the one hand, purging undesirable
elements from the Communist parties and, on the other, co-operation
with and utilization of "the small and middle peasantry, the intelli-
gentsia and middle traders."

The utilization of other groups as fronts has always been a vital
problem for the Communists; hence Shareqi's remarks in this con-
nection are of special interest. Urging the establishment "of labor-
peasant parties, as auxiliary organizations for the Communist Par-
ties," Shareqi paid special attention to the national revolutionary
parties in the East. These parties, he admitted, do not have a class
character, but are useful because they are dedicated to the fight against
imperialism. As, however, "by themselves [they] are unable to organ-
ize the struggle, . . . the Communist Party must assume control over
them." "We axe . . . confronted," said Shareqi:

We are ... confronted with the question of creating such parties in
countries such as Persia. We know, of course, that in China this party, i.e.
the Kuomintang, has turned reactionary. On the other hand in Mongolia
such a party has produced brilliant results. . . . Therefore, I personally
consider imperative the organization of national-revolutionary parties in
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